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Whether those items are taxidermied cats, antique ventriloquist’s dolls, or cemetery sculpture, 
there are people who are interested and there is a growing demand for such items. “I found that 
the competition is getting stiffer,” she said. When I asked why she thinks demand has picked up 
Artimage said acceptance has grown, especially among couples. A story that Rust told me echos 
her sentiment. Rust said that when she and her husband first met she knew that they were meant 
to be as they both came from antiquing families, and because each had a pair of false teeth in 
their personal collection. 

Collector television shows have probably helped drive interest. Discovery Channel’s Oddities is 
a reality program that follows the day to day collecting, selling, and customer service involved at 
Obscura Antiques and Oddities. They have had customers in search of anything from an 
embalming table, to a straight-jacket, and even an electric chair. The show has quickly become 
my favorite. 

In talking to Armitage, I admit I was quite jealous of her wonderfully magical collection. I 
probably spent way too much time on her website searching through objects wondering what 
would fit best in my room. We talked about our similar tastes and we both agreed that the reason 
why collecting of what some deem macabre has increased because people are ultimately in 
search of mystery in their lives. I feel as we have become more and more advanced as a society 
we have slowly dismissed the power that earlier populations imbued in objects. Something about 
how valued even a medicine bottle, how delicate even the label on the front was designed, made 
it feel like something magical. Even with my search for a medical skeleton, I have always been 
so fascinated with the health-care industry and how what we know was derived through slow and 
painful research, through people who donated their bodies and through trial and (often) error. 

Suzette Field works for The Last Tuesday Society, and they have a curiosity shop stocked with 
stone skull sculptures, mummified rats, and religious antiques. She believes people have always 
been interested in such items. “Well I think curiosities have always attracted the interest of the 
public at a steady rate. For example, PT Barnum and Mr. Ripley have consistently managed to 
pull large crowds for over a century on this basis. Although, I do believe that a recent trend for 
collecting taxidermy has emerged. I believe this to be an extension of interest in the retro 
market…without the guilt attached basis,” she said. 

Over the past few months, I had been quite busy with repairing the old house and finishing my 
last semester of graduate school that I had not had much time to decorate my writing space. 
Then, one day a package arrived from London. My husband told me to open it in my room. As I 
tossed the packing peanuts out of the box I spotted a black feather. I dug my hands in and pulled 
out another taxidermied crow. I turned to give my husband a huge hug when he practically fell 
backwards out of my room. 

“I just got used to Eddie. I need some time to get used to this one.” “Right, I said.” Right then I 
named him Roderick. 

 


